
MINUTES FOR FORUM COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD AT PUHOI SPORTS CLUB ON 30th September 2014

CHAIRPERSON – Paul Manton

PRESENT: Paul Manton, Ashlea Farac, John Simons, Larry Mitchell, Mike Swain, Jenny 
Neel, Jim Sephton, Beth Houlbrooke, Fran Endemann, Kathy Mankelow, Kath Anderson, 
Terri Ryder, Sue Tisdall, Peter Straka.

APOLOGIES:  Hans Everts, Theo Koops, 

AGENDA ADDITIONS:

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:  (All ready circulated by email)
 Moved        Peter Straka                                Seconded     Jim Sephton

MATTERS ARISING: 
Correction to September minutes – Brett Glidden is now head of NZTA 

CORRESPONDENCE IN: 
Kath Anderson – “Love being a Local” campaign (email)
Hans Everts – Local Board, Memorial Park, Role of Forum, Road side clean up (email)
Hans Everts – Constitution (email)
Kath Anderson and Jim Sephton - Road Safety Presentation (video emailed)
Ashlea Farac – Letter in regarding rates revaluation review. 

CORRESPONDENCE OUT:

TREASURER’S REPORT: (already circulated) 
Moved Terry Ryder  Seconded Paul Manton

GROUP REPORTS: 
Rodney Local Board 
Beth reports that it was great to see members make submissions towards the local board plan,
and the presentation from the Road Safety Group. 
She notes that we need to make sure that we get projects moving. If they end up being 
deferred, they will more than likely be cut.  Capital expenditure can be carried over to next 
year, and projects deferred, but operating expenditure has to be spent before the 30th June (use
it or lose it).  Puhoi’s Foot Path is coming, but if we procrastinate and go back and forth 
tweaking this and that, and drag it out, it may end up being cut. Beth recommends that we 
just go ahead and get it done ASAP as it is a large chunk of the councils’ discretionary fund, 
and she suggests that if necessary we can pretty it up at a later date. 

Pioneers Memorial Park 
Nothing to report



Road Safety
Things are moving forward nicely.  The group presented to the Rodney Local Board earlier in
the month with a Puhoi Traffic Speed Project presentation and video.  Auckland Transport at 
the request from the Police have put together a plan to help reduce speed through the village, 
using signage, lines and changing the surface of the road to slow people down.  Other ideas to
reduce speed include the use of planters with tree/plants, and replacing the centre line outside 
the shop with cat’s eyes, so it doesn’t feel like a highway.  Any plan has to be self-managing. 
 
On the community transport side of Auckland Transport, they are looking at running a 
campaign “Love being a Local – SLOW DOWN” to assist in slowing traffic through the 
village.  Hopes are this will run from December 14 until March 15, there will be post cards, 
stickers, signs, temporary billboards and re-locatable banner, together with Auckland 
Transport and Police presence.  Jo, Nick and family have kindly volunteered to be the 
ambassadors for marketing material. The idea for rural footpaths is not advancing very fast, 
but is being worked on. 
 
“Slippery corner” is not getting the attention we had hoped from the Council.  Beth 
recommended the more calls they get the faster it will get sorted, so just keep 
ringing/reporting incidents.  Paul has approached Mahurangi Matters about the incidents, but 
they have not got back to him as yet. 

Rural Fire Force
Nothing to Report
 
Civil Defence and Neighbourhood Support
Sue reported that they had another market stall for “Get Ready” awareness week.  The group 
are still looking for more people to get involved.  They are in the process of setting up an 
email/text system and backup phone trees to use in the case of an actual emergency to get 
info out to the people of Puhoi. 
 
Hall 
Nothing to report.  
They want to know if the Forum is going to get involved in organising the street party at the 
end of the year.  
Action :  Members to think about whether or not we will do it,  to be discussed at the next 
meeting.  Possibly change the name? Possibly pass on to the Business Group.

Sports Club
Nothing to report

L  ibrary 
Nothing to report

PCF Promotions
Nothing to report

Landcare 
Noting to report



Historical Society 
Raffle tickets on sale for Monster Raffle.
Christmas Craft and Antique Road Show has been cancelled due to lack of stall holder 
bookings.

Business Group 
Committee is now formed – work in progress
Jim suggested maybe the Business Group could host the end of year street party.
Action : To be discussed next meeting.  

Church Properties 
Nothing to report

Farmers Market
Nothing to report 

Other 
Larry Mitchell shared a document introducing an idea for a model village in Puhoi including 
a blacksmiths shop. 
The concept is to build the model village using only volunteers and voluntary materials, using
no rate payers money. 
 It’s to be built on skids so it is re-locatable and moved onto site at a later date. The location, 
subject to approvals may be on reserve land, which could be part of a subdivision of the land 
that Gillian owns. (that runs from Russell’s up to the 80km corner. ) 
Larry is looking for some money to build a model of the village.  
It will be an exact replica and have a working forge. 
They are hoping to get started on the project ASAP.  If anyone wants a copy of the booklet or
any further info, they should email Larry.

GENERAL BUSINESS:
1) Hans - Riverside Walkway Update as per email

Actions - Hans is speaking to the Council to get consents etc. Paul is speaking to 
Kevin Jones as he has the lease on the land, and they are talking to locals and 
businesses to source materials, so they can get started.  Beth is getting names of the 
key people for Hans to talk to.

2) Hans – Role of the Forum
Larry wanted to know what has happened to the statutory body that was formed to 
look after the park? (Advisory Board) – He states that it now seems nonexistent and 
suggests the Forum develops some kind of program to take over that role.  Beth 
reported that this is an entity that actually no longer exists under the new Auckland 
council, it is being reviewed but at present there is no replacement option. 

It was mentioned that the feeling around the village these days is “Who/what is the 
Forum”  
Discussion was had around whether the Forum has any executive and operational 
activities, do we want to have a legal standing, or is it a place where groups of people 
come together and report their works to others in the community, in order to gain 
help, advise, understanding, planning etc. 



Are we a decision making group for the community?
Does the Forum have the final say, or does the group reporting to the Forum have the 
final say?
How can we get the community on our side?
Are we actually capturing the heart of the community?
Is the Forum seen as important?
What are the values of the Forum?
How do we engage the community?

John reports that historically the idea about the Forum came about originally because 
a few of them were sick and tired of the infighting that was going on in the village.  
So it was decided that they’d have a forum where the different groups in the village 
could come along and inform the other groups about the functions they were planning,
the where and when so that people weren’t double booking etc. It was a forum for 
ideas, they never organized anything, they just communicated the various groups’ 
plans.  It also gave the community a mechanism to speak as one voice, to the council. 
It was convenient to hear all the groups at one meeting.   

Action – All members to think about what they want from the Forum. Ask the 
community what they think they want from the Forum.  Discussion to be re-opened at 
October meeting. 

3) Theo - Any further feedback about the Promotional brochure
Non at present – to be reopened at next meeting. 

4) Roadside cleanup will be  Saturday 18th October  

MEETING CLOSED:       9.30pm                   

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 28th October 2014 CHAIRPERSON:  Hans Everts


