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OHAUPO 150 YEARS 1864—2014 

Towards the end of the Waikato Land Wars, Martin Krippner joined the 3rd Waikato Militia as Captain of 

the No 3 Company and encouraged other Puhoi settlers to join him. Many single men agreed to join as did 

five of the married men: Anton Turnwald, Joseph Karl, Hans Krippner, Michael Krippner and Johann 

Rauch. They all walked to Orewa to enlist in February 1864.  

Their first duty was to guard Maori prisoners aboard the prison hulk Marion in the Auckland harbour. The 

company was then sent to Pukerimu aboard the gunboat Rangiriri in late July 1864 to set up camp in 

Cambridge. After a short stay in Cambridge the 80 strong company were sent to the outpost of Ohaupo 

and set up camp on the hill where the Ohaupo School now stands. As most of the company were privates 

they were allocated 50 acre farm lots for their service in the Militia. No 3 Company were still expected to 

attend a monthly muster in Cambridge.  

 

The men worked hard clearing and grassing their land by day, spending the evenings in camp where there 

was already a mess, orderly rooms and commissariat store left by Imperial troops. Hans Krippner worked 

as a blacksmith and Anton Turnwald as a butcher.  

Once timber quotas arrived in Ohaupo the men could construct small cottages in readiness for the arrival 

of their wives and families who had been housed in the Onehunga barracks. Anna Karl and the family of 

six sons arrived for Christmas 1864, carrying their belongings as well as driving a milking goat and some 

geese overland from Pukerimu. The Karls were well known for establishing orchards and apiaries.  

Each settler grew its own wheat, potatoes and maize and cured its own bacon. They increased their 

acreages by buying the land allotted to the single men who returned to Puhoi and of other militia men who 

couldn’t tolerate the hard life. Michael purchased the district’s first cow. Until the first Church was built in 

1867,  Mass was offered in their home by visiting priests. 

Johann Rauch died in 1864 but his son Charles became the builder of many homes in Ohaupo. 

Later emigrants from Bohemia, the Sittauers and Papeschs, joined their country men in the area. 

Congratulations to the Bohemian Association for organising a wonderful 

weekend to celebrate 150 years of Bohemian settlement in the Ohaupo area. A 

food and craft market on the Ohaupo Rugby Club grounds together with 

continuous entertainment began the festivities. The Te Rore Band and Dancers and the Puhoi Dancers 

performed, the crowd was invited to join the finger polka, and there was plenty of time to view the historical 

panels erected by the Bohemian Association,  to renew old acquaintances and make new ones and catch up on 

family history. A delicious dinner and ball in the evening was well attended and enjoyed.  

    Wöi gäiht's? 

Sunday began with a Mass celebrated 

by Bishop Denis Browne and Father 

John Allardyce who invited us to join 

him in seeing everyone through his $2 

shop, rose-tinted glasses.  

After morning tea we visited the 

Catholic Cemetery where most of the 

settlers are buried, before lunch and the 

Bohemian Association’s AGM.  

 

The cake showing pictures of 

Ohaupo’s first Churches was cut by 

Sister Paulinus assisted by the day’s 

youngest member. More music and 

dancing followed until it was sadly 

time to say goodbye. 

  Wearers of tracht at Saturday’s celebrations  The Puhoi Bohemian Dancers flew!       Ohaupo 150 years cake 

Bishop Browne,  

Father Allardyce  

and Karen Camp 

Cutting of the cake. 

James Krippner, President of 

the Bohemian Association, 

Mellissa Krippner,  

Sister Paulinus 



Rest in Peace ‘Best Friends’  Maureen  and Olive 

Gäits nea in Gottes nomma 

Maureen served the Historical Society 

from 1986 to 1990, first as vice-

president when Margery Hurrey was 

President, then as President herself and 

during this time Maureen was fully 

involved in the many activities of the 

Society.  

Puhoi's 125th anniversary was 

celebrated in 1988 with the Landing Stone memorial to the settlers 

placed beside the hall.  

In the winter celebrations she organised the first of several bus 

tours. This one, with Max Becker, was to the historical sites of 

Puhoi, Ahuroa and Warkworth. Later she took a group of 

descendants to the Matakohe and Wagener museums.  

A dinner was given in honour of the senior descendants and in 

recent years Maureen has worked with Gillian to make this an 

annual event. 

For the 1997 Maureen arranged a parade of about thirty people in 

costume representing the arrival of the first settlers. A kauri tree 

that was planted in the hall grounds is flourishing. 

The museum in the Convent School was set up at this time and 

Maureen and Margery hosted countless groups of school, senior 

citizens and historically interested people through telling them of 

the unique history of Puhoi. 

Possibly her most well known achievement was the organising of 

the Puhoi Schools Reunion in 1990. This was thoroughly enjoyed 

by the many ex pupils who attended and profits were used to erect 

a plaque and stone to mark the site of the Public School.. She 

produced a book of school ‘Forget me nots’. 

Maureen was an Life Honorary Member of the Waitemata A & P 

Show,  serving as secretary for two years before becoming vice-

president from 1993 to 1997. She wrote a book - 'A Lengthy 

Discussion' about the Show's history. 

Maureen has always honoured the memory of the settlers and their 

descendants. She has faithfully recorded their stories and the 

location of their properties in 'Footsteps of Destiny' and 'A Firm 

Footing', and their recipes, remedies and hints in 'Lambs Tails and 

Rosemary Rinse' and 'Stuffin' Horses Feet and Red Flannel'. She 

also documented the story of the Puhoi Hall and Puhoi Cottage 

and wrote a tribute to the musicians, launched at an evening she 

organised in their honour. These publications are a valuable 

resource. Maureen was also a writer of poetry, publishing a 

booklet containing a number of them. 

It was Maureen who got the planning for the sesquicentennial 

celebrations underway back in 2009 and her voice was clear and 

strong at the re-enactment of the landing ceremony in February 

2013. 

Olive Lambert was born Olive 

Rauner on the 12th August 1921 at 

the Helensville Hospital. 

 

Olive first lived on a farm at 

Tahekeroa with her parents where 

they milked the cows by hand. 

When she was old enough she 

walked the 21/2 miles to school 

along the then clay roads, most 

likely barefooted. Growing up on the farm, she would mix 

milking cows with some child minding, and for a time 

worked in Hinemoa House at Parakai. 

 

She married Ben Lambert on 3rd September 1950 when 

she was 29. They then lived on Ben's farm at Upper 

Waiwera, working on the land where she loved milking 

cows and gardening.  

Ben and Olive had tame eels in their creek and school 

nature party classes would come to see them.  

They shifted to their home in Waiwera in the late 1970s, 

and Aunty Olive continued to live in that home on into 

her nineties. 

Olive enjoyed travelling and was able to travel both 

overseas and around NZ. Ben said he had done his travel 

during the war so Olive often travelled with her younger 

sister, Phyllis.  

Olive was a great lady. She passed away very peacefully. 

Christmas Hamper Raffle Results 

We sold all 900 tickets in our first fund 

raising effort for our new building resulting in 

a $4500 profit 

First prize:      Glenis Sheen, Hibiscus Coast 

Second prize:  Jamie Thompson, Warkworth 

Third Prize:    Emma Ward, Kaipara Flats 

PUHOI  HISTORICAL SOCIETY AGM 

 

Wednesday May  21st  7..30 p.m. 

 

BOHEMIAN SETTLERS MUSEUM RECORDS ROOM 

 

All Welcome 

Subs $10 are due 1st April 2014 

 

Members need to be financial to vote at AGM 

An essential  guide to Puhoi’s history 

‘Among the Trees’ 

A story of each of the settler families 

$30 + $5 p & p 

 

Puhoi 150th memorabilia 

Framed flag $40 + $5 p & p 

DVD set $ 40 + $4.5 p & P 

150th celebration booklet $10 + $2 p & p Bleibt g’sund!  

Our application for the use of the dray site in Puhoi to build our new museum is still before the Auckland Council. 

Proceeds from the sale of the items below go towards the Building Fund. 

Order  

By Mail PO Box 404 224, Puhoi 0951 email 

jenny@puhoihistoricalsociety.org.nz  

Pay by cheque to Puhoi Historical Society or  

Direct Credit ASB Account 123046 0193163 00  


